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The future of Russian private farming
by Andrei Balebanov tural sector, Peasant holdings, cut down to the size oi iural

ls there a future for private farms in Russia? lt 's a farmsteads, nevertheless preserved manv charasteristics

B ! t'gu B B UF i n[, ! g ut F't Btnnt] I n tl u gll 0rr,{tf u[ id]i JF,uuu rul
tion which provides equal rights for all forms oi propefty
holding, an unprecedented step in post-Revolution Russia.

First ,  some history Why should individual subsidiary
plots be treated as the basis for the development of private
{erms? Proniecly hanarrsc r  rnr lcr  tho nnnr l i t inns r ,vhinh prra-

vailed in the country lor many years these individual plots
existed as the sole form oi small production in the arqricul-

nf t|ljerugl$rsTbl'''sl|AiSB{sn$usll,glBn'us1l'r8iull'p,"""o,n
severe conditions of struggle lor survival, Here we have in
mind, among other things, the problem of adequately sup-
plying the rural population with industrial products. The total
exoerience accu m u lated th rouqh the lunction i nq ol subsidi-
aryr  p latc,  enrrar inE ae{minietrat i r ra-hrrraarrcrat i r r :  as ural l  ac

economically rational methods ol management, gives hope
continued next page

ls the establishment going "green"
What might be termed the establ ishment press -  including

"Novosti", the state propaganda agency - has begun clam-
oring for new legislation with which to attack industrial polluters,

The highly conservative conservative daily Soviet Bussia
last week joined the oflensive with a surprisingly tough adicle
which, qui te even-handedly.  blamed present and former au-
thori t ies for the Soviet Union's environmental  mess.

This may represent foreshadowing for a new legislative
offensive. At the moment, prosecutors say bringing polluters to
trial is next to impossible. And the current system of penalties
represents little more than a system of tees.

There is little room for skepticism about the nightmarish
state of the Soviet physical environment.

In fact, the list of Soviet horror stories already headlined in
the press is a long one, and each week brings new scandals.

ln Soylef Russia (Dec. 7), for instance, the following har-
rowing details are offered:

- Birth defects recorded in Moscow maternity hospitals
number 1.5 t imes the nat ional averagei

- Infant mortality is 2-3 times levels recorded in the
capitals of all other capitals in the world;

- One third of all M uscovites reside in environmentally "u n-
comfodable" districts. contributing to a life expectancy which
places the city 70th on a ranking of 90 international cities;

- Radioactive waste contamination has been found in half
the schools inspected in a suruey:

- Of every 100 enterprises and factories in Moscow, 75
have no pollution control equipment, a fact the article blames
for the high levels of dangerous trace metals in city soil: and

- Incinerat ion Plant No. 3, c losed at one point for i ts dioxin
emission levels, was subsequently reopened because officials
feared even more the danger of garbage piling up.

And that's just Moscow, The article depicts an even more
acute situation in one district of the city of Volgograd. In the
Krasnoarmeysk area. the adicle seys two industrial associa-
t ions are pumping out so much hydrogen chlor ide that inhabi-
tants have a life expectancy a full 7.5 years lower than others
in the cleaner city center, Cause of death is usually cardiovas-
cular,  and has been l inked medical ly with the air  pol lut ion.

Meanwhile, the "Novosti" Press Agency, recently trans-
formed into a state information outlet. has carried excerots
from a highly-critical report in the Trud trade union daily,
Headline: "Bribing environmental expeds."

The account is based on developments surrounding con-
struction of a new nuclear oower olant in Rostov-on-Don. The
conespondent outlines conflicts of interest among regulators
and planners, including links between a research group en-
gaged to conduct an environmental  assessment and the Min-
istry of Nuclear Power. The article concludes that the "state

apparatchiki are consolidating with business interests,"
As it happens. the Rostov project was halted, though

largely as a result of the power struggle between central
government and republican authorities. But what, the Novosti
report asks. "will happen if [republican authorities] decide to
derive profits from all sorts of environmentally-hazardous proj-
ects and nuclear power projects?"
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The future of Russian private farming
cantinued from previous page

i^  +har 4Fr\ / t r lonrntrnt  n{  ^ ' , \ , t tA ia.* .  r r r .  , .nnn tne OaS,S 3f

personai  subsid iary p iots .
The creat ion o i  the { i rs t  peasant  la : : -ns in  the 3al t ic  Re-

publ ics and the non-Biack Earth zone orovldes ev idence
"that ,  in  addi t ion to " iarmers '  co lonizatron"  of  unoccuoied or
u n used terra i  n  and the grad ual  t ran s iorm at io^ o i  contrac lual
and renta l  lami ly  col lec l ives in tc  sei i -su l l ic rent  farms cne
var iant  for  the format ion of  agr icu l tura i  s t ructures is  t ied to
st ra ightenino the posi t ion of  the indiv id. ra i  subsrClary o lot

Studies conducted by the Al l -Union Research Inst i tu te
on Aor icr r l t rLra l  Fcononr jcs in  ear iv  1990 shcr . red that  at  thev '  i  ,  r v " v s , L s

presJnt t irne three types o{ Dri 'rate {arrns have ccme ,rto
beinq "consunpt ion qoods" iarms,  ior the mostpar ' tor iented
to lvard sat is fy ing the fami ly 's  needs ,n the area o l  unavai i -
able icod produclst  "consumot ion-co.sumer orcCrc ' t lon"
larms,  prov id inq lor  the iarr i ly 's  f inancia l  needs as vre i  as
makino uo ior  food shor tanes ano "coasL.ng '  pr3 luc i t rqn"

farms,  or iented torvard producinq fcr  the n iarr<et ,
f ons i r . i e r i no  f ha t  n r l i v i n r r a r  q , : hq ra : iA r ' . /  n l . tS  a re  one  Ca

the most  last ino t radi t ions of  the rura l  wav of  l l ie  \ . rh ich vr l tn
the u i rbar izat ion o l  the v i l lage wr l l  even nrore deepi ' r  implant
i tse i i  in to the consciousness of  the rura l  oooula ' l ion,  i t  rs
dorrbtful r.rhether one can predict tne ir-ri i  ci isappearance of
farms o l  the "consumptron ooods" tvoe i t  is  more l rke iv  that
t h r s  f uno  o {  n rnd i l a : t i a , n  ,  r n i t  r ^ - r i l i  i n  *ho  { i r s t  n i ace  t r ans fo -n 'L '  " r  ! t P !

i tse i f  in to a personai  qarden in form and content
The qreater porlion ol personal plots, afor,nd 650/0, are oi

t h t r  " a ^nq r i n1  n t i nn -nons  r r a "  ^ rn . i ,  a t i n ^ "  1 , , , ao  Su rCh  i a rn rS, u e , r ' v ! v  v  y  v v v v v v  l t v L

signi i icant ly  s t renqthen the mater ia l  base of  rura i  i i fe  creat-
ing the precondi t icns {or  the sat is fact lon of  var  o. is  cor-
sumpt ion needs These considerat ions a l low usto conclude
that  such farms vr i l l  develop in to one o l  the fundamental
forms of  agr icu l tura l  producl ion

Return ing to the creat ion o i  pr ivate larms tn Russia,  t t
must  be conceded that th is  process t r i l l  be lonl  and d i f i ic t j i ' :
According to the most  opt i rn is t ic  proqnoses i t  vr i l l  taxe i  5  to
20 years ior  pr ivate larms in Russia to beqin shor . r inQ resul ts
in terms of satiating'the market l.r ith products

in my opin ion the marn c iangei  l ies in  the tact  that  t i "e
realizatior of the land re{orrn prcg'a.rn s't ipr.rlatec by tne
t r q t r q R  F a a n i a ' <  l ' l c n ,  . t , a < '  R a c n l r  ' t , n n  d a n o n d <  i n  i a r n a  n a r '

' i  v v y v v v v v v l v r  l Y P e  '

on the cooperat ion of  local  author i t ies -  ig16i  soviets re-
gional soviets, etc lt is no secret thal representatives c'f
these organs ol povret often rnclude rncompeten't peooie
poor iy  or iented in  agr icu l tura i  probiems In suppof i  o f  th is
thesis one can reiertothe recent"Lar,,r on PropeI'1y" ald "i-a.v

on the Land" prom,. r lgated by the USSR Suoi 'e  m€ Soviet  as
wel i  as the "Lalv  on the Land" e iaborated by the RSFSR
Supreme Soviet  Many local  orQans understood these iavrs
r n  r { r { { a r a n t  r r r a  r r c

v , , L  r r e t u ,

Another  barr ier  tc  the in t rodr ;c t ron and creat icn cf  or ivate
iarrns in  R,rss ia vr i i l  be the absence c i  specia l ized r rach i res
and the im perfeclion oi farm ing tech niques, in the iorrn o{ iovr
levels o{  insur ing the rura l  populat ion t 'u i th  goods and serv-
ices This conclus ion is  n par t icu lar  co ' rooorated by :he
resul ts  o i  an ear ly  1990 opin ion ool l  Seventy to 90 pe 'cen' t

o l  those quest ioned indicated tnat thei r  desi red monthlv  in-

ccrne .over,ne cos'ts lor one famil.v-, tvould be no more than
750-1 000 rubles They aqreed that it l ' , ;ould be senseless to
maKe more monev.

One mcre obstacle tc the creation o{ private {arms mav
I e in the s'/stefi o{ econorrric measures ailectino farmers.
Such r reas. . i res inc iude or tces.  condi t ions ior  credi t  and
taxes es l , re i l  as shor taoes and inaccessib i l i t r  o{  manv k inds
of resou.ces

Further diff icurlt,es are associated i.rith the lenQth'r proc-

ess o i  increasina the quai i i icat ions o{  modern farmers.  Ac-
cord ino to some economis ls ,  anv in tensive restructur ino of
aor icu l tura l  Ffoduct ion r . r i l l  soani lvo qenerat ions This is t ied
io the insui { ic iencv cf  iarmers '  knovr ledqe.

Tr^c Pennte '< i lenut ieS'  Resolut ion indicates that  not
iess than t ,5D/ t  o l  the RSFSR nat ional  budoet  vv i l l  be apDro-
or iateC lor  rest ruc l i : r ' inq Russia 's  aqr icu l tura l  sector .  This
i reans that  the Russian qovernment  is  orepared to subsi -
dize private larmers Hovrever. it is not clear hor,r in oractice
relations bet"-reen farmers and kolkhoz fslate larrn') chair-
rnen r . r i l l  ar ranqe thenrselves.  l t  is  not  c lear  tvho rv i l l  have
.nore ccntro l  over  resourrces,  technoloqV and people.

- t -h is ,  
o i  course,  is  not  an exhaust ive l is t  o{  problems

associa'ted i.: i th the realization of the Peoole's Deouties'
Fesclut icn and the creat ion o{  pr ivate farms in Russia,  ls
there a iutu re for th ese larms? Peoole's Deput,T oith e U SS R
and i ' ie l i -known aor icu l ' lura l  eccnomist  A Yemelvanov be-
i ieves there is  Yemeivanov asser ls  that  recoqni t ion o i  the
equal i t ) . /  o f  var ious types of  ovrnership,  in  par t icu lar  pr ivate
. ' ^ na r+ \ /  ' on raqcn tq  a  i n ro  e r . r a i ' an  r ohen i l i ' a t i on  O {  t hosev  ? P ! r L I r ' v v r v e v  r e  s  v  ' Y

values rvhich r 'rere cateeor' lzed as ai ien to the nature of

soc ia t i sn  o r  i i c , - l reC as  , .nere  remnants

Andrei BalebenL.v ts a carrespondent in the international

deoaftment of the national nev/spaper. Rural Life and is a

member cf the USSflBusines Reporb board of advisers

Trends

More hard-currgncy travel plang
The stat6 tourism agency. lntout ' isl .  has fol lovring the Railvray l / inis-
iry s lead rn annoirncrng a n€vr hard-currency-only pol icy tor Soviet
6xcursions1(]the restof lhelvorlci  Inthe rai!  system s caso the move
'j/as a fairlv irangparent prgssure plav to force the release harcl-
ciirrencv f unds to let it pay debts i n th€ v/est. I ntourist saVS it too ca n t
get ccnvertt t ] l€ l l rnds out ot the lreasury.

But non-iravel lers can now save dol lars
The r l iant savl: ios bank svslem has announrjed that Soviet cr|zons
fiay no\r :cen harci-currencv accounts at five of rts N4oscovr
Dranches i1 s even offerinq better terms than Vnesheconombank the
tracl i t ionai Keeper of Soviet and foreigner-h€ld bucks. rncludtng Inler-
est r/hich 'lhe Vnesh claims rt can t pay because of computer
rlra,!_r ems

Meanwh i l e ,  i n  t he  cou r t e . . .
l.4oscovr clty.iorrrt rs roported 10 have rulecJ in favor of a souvenir
. rendof jat led tor  acceptrng harc l  currency tor  hrs vrares i f  upnelc l  -

ancj .  equai iy  cr i |cal ly  i f  lo i lov/ed Dy iow6r d ist r ic t  courts -  the
Cecis ion may impiy legal izat ion of  harc l -currency paym6nt to inc l iv ic lu-
als and an enci  to the infamous Art ic ieSS nenal  code provis ion Vihich
makes currencv scef ,u lat ion a ser ious cr iminal  of fence

C P H A R G O I N F O R M A T T O | i  I N C .  A M E M B E F I O F T H E P H A R G O G R O U P ' E E O  A L L R I G H T S F E S E R V E D .
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Ercerots from readers letlers one of v/hich calls
the existine system of pavments a boml) for the
mark6t Cue ta th6 svstem's absurcjity
P ravda  oaqe3  Leng th  Long  120690

Agroprom on i ts  way to market :  bank and
sovkhoz
At th€ €ditorial round table" bankers- and stat6
f arm leaalers discuss Dossible !.iavs of cooDera-
t lon
Burai  L i fe page 2 Lenqth.  Long 12 06 90.

There is  food stuf f  and bread
G. Pooov's oress conference
Eveninq Moscovr.  t )aqe 1.  Lenglh:Br ief  12 05
g U

Heavy burden of  paper money
l f  no radical  measur€s are taken.  the avalanche
r:f paoer monev vrill reach R50 biliion next year
in arjdrtion toR22-R25 billion anticroateci bv the
end oi  th is vear.  Deoutv Chairman of  the USSR
Stats Bank A.V.Voylukov in h is intsrv ievr  ta lks
about lh6 current  s i tuat ion
lzvest ia.  page 2.  Lenqth:  l t4edium 12 05 90.

Economic forecasters say e w6rm spel l  is
go ing  t o  se t  i n
Fussian l . .4Ps discuss lvan Si lavev s reDort  on
measures beinq tak6n bv Russran Government
for  stabi l izat ion of  €conomv and t ransrt ion to
mark6t
lzvosl ia.  oage 2.  Length l ' "4edium 12 05 90

Greai  deal ings
Byazan Commodi\ Exchange startecl rlealings
\y i th r6pr6s6ntat ives of  Germany Japan. Fin-
land Polancl  and 1.+ Sovie l  Fepuhi ics Dart ic i -

Patin{l
Pravcja paqe 1 Lenoth '  Br ief  12 03 90

Ambit ions in hard currency
Siber ian Nor i lsk n ickel"  concern fa i l6c l  to take
control of its own foreion trade op€ratrons rjeliv-
er ies of  n ickel  to tha USA are accompl ished v ia
''Technoexpon" State Agency vrhile quality cer-
tiiicates are suoplied bV another State Agency
''Paznormport"

lzvostra.  paoe2 Lenqth Medium 120294

We' l l  bow to forest

Agr icu l tu re
From s bad seed
Losses f rom cat t le t r rucel los is for  ?he lasl  f iv€
years make R800 ml l l ion iA reDof i  of  lhe c i r r -
rent state ol aftairs ,

Defence of  Consumer s Rrghls f rage 3 l -ena1h
Medrum 12 06 90.

No t  l i ke  mak ing  psncsk6s . . .
Opinion poll raport on p€asants attitudes t5-

wards iand reform rn Fussia 88oo of  kc lkhoz
farmers tor  pnvate ovrnership of  land.  but  onlv
13-190" stand for  pr ivata farms system
Pravda, page 2 L€nqth:  Long 12 04 90

B  us inegs
Hangiai ic  League
Lensoviet  Chairman A Sobchak is  c l isap; io,nted
v,/ilh the state ol affairs at the forrnino Baltic
markel As an allornalrve he s oroDoserl to cr€-
at6 a Hansrat ic  Laagueoi  Russian Garman ancj
Scandinavian c i t i6s
Workers Tr ibune. page 2 Length Br ief  12 07
UU

KGB w i l l  pub l i sh  s  n€wspapo r
The bimonthlV vr i l l  be t i t ied "Analvt ic  Press and
js qoing to starl at the end of Docerrber this
year Two ot ten pages rvill be ttlled \^,ftlh adver-
t isements.  soven -  !v i lh analyt ic  matsr ia ls on
economics pol icy.  lav i  h istory and l i terature
and cne -  v i i th KGB nlater ia ls inc ludinr t  ar-
chrves
lVorkef  sTr ibune paqe.+ t -ength Br ief  1205

Ita l ian-Soviot  Trade Chsmber:  f rom words
to acts
I ta l ian-SovieJ Tracie Chamber Presi( lent  Fer-
1610 comments on the dsvelooment cf trarj€
relat ions behveen the USSR and l ta lv
Economy and Life. No ,19 page 21 Lenglh
Br iet  12 01 90

Economy
Economy et  ths thr$hold of  market
Raport  of  the f i rs t  vrork inq day cf  the Al l -Union
Meetrng ol Managers of State Enterorrses
Pravda page 1. Longth l',4edium 12 07 90

Associat ion:  to be or  not  to be?
A n€vr f  inancia l ly  indepe nd€nt Associat ion
'Lesbumizdat"  procJucing pap€r can easi lv  los6
its Independence because of a heaw burden ct
the Stat€ order. says the board s direclor
V.A.  Federmesser.
Pravda. page 3 Length:  l t4edium 12 07 90

Only sky is  the l imi t
A repon ol the sky-high veqelable priceF at
Moscorv markets
Rural  L i fe page 3 Length Br ie l  12 07 90

N. l .F lyzhkov's speoch

The Pfime+"4inistsr's speech on the current
economic situation in the country anci perspec-
tives 01 its development in 1991 uncjer nov/

conor l tons.
Soviet  Russia.  page 2 Length Lonq 1 2 07 90

Mossoviet  is  for  pr ivat izat ion of  accommo-
det ion
Cn Dec J Mnssovret a(loiried a Droieal of r-i6n-

erai  c i r rect ions of  nr ivat izat ion as tne i rasis ior  a
turu16 docree
\" , /orker 's  T ' ibrne $aue 1 Lenoth Br ief  12 07

To  a  marke t .  w i t h  coupons?
AlthcuQh lhB t ransi t icn io a rnark€l  economv
has rianv timgg 5€)gr r)roclarmed the rjhaotrc
stat6 of  th€ rou ntry s econorny Qives no s iqns ol
imorovemenl alu6 to nc fl5cisive stens laken
Instead.  rve re buyingl  th i rgs tor  acupons i f  the

orocess can be cal led buyinq at  a l l
Delence of Consumer s Fii.lhts paQe -i Le nLrlh:

Long  12 .06  90

L€33 meai  end more vacuum cleaners.
Slatislics for Rr:ssran Inalust!'v for Januarv-Or-,-
iober 1990 lndustr ia i  product ion has : l rcopecl

bv 0 .19o

Dpjenceof Consuinef  s Ri lh l i  DadeS Lenglh '
Brref  12 06 90

I 've a ruble in my pockei
Ponul is t  ideas of  a i l  k ,ncjs are barr inq possihr le
yrays to a normai  er .onomv Pol i l ic ians must
{orc let  therr  s logans concorninq p16s1gl3r  vrel l -
b€inq'  ancl  become reai is ls  lAn interv ievl  lv i lh
lV  B l i nov  econom is t ,
Evenrnn f ,4oscovr oage2 Lt tn l lh l '4edium 12

U O  V U

We won ' t  be  eb le  t o  do  w i t hou t  an  econ  om ic
agreement
\r i tnout  i i l ter- r6oul l , i . ian economrc agree-
ments tha union A!rosilient';ron t ba effectiv€

savs V Kucherenko Charrman ot  tne USSR
SuDreme Soviet  Plannin,J and Budqet & Fi-
nance Ccmmrssron
l7v6stJa.  oaqe 2 Lenl t th Erref  r2 06 90

And w€'r6 going on t rading to our h€erts '
co nte nt . . .
Stat t ]  shoDs have nothrno 10 sel i  anci  t r lack
market  pr ices are anythinq f rom three to 10
l imes h, , ther than rhe s la le pr i . ,es.

l..4cscovi Komsc)molets oaoe 1 Lenoth Brref
12  06  90

A  "bomb"  f o r  t he  marko t

How to order
To order  i ranslated ar l ic les d i rect  i rom our  lv loscow of f  ice,  f i l l  out  the form below
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Repon on the f i rs t  Al l -Union Congrass of  For-
estry Officers on6 cubic meter of sav/-timber
costs S28 in the U S S32 in Fin land anC lass
than R2 in the USSR
Rural  L i fe.  page 2 Length:  L4ecj ium 12029Q

Rates ol privatization
The USSR Stat€ Statislics Committse fertort on
rates o{  Dr ivat iTaf  ion in 1391 '  :7 300 r€ ia i i  i rade

outlets and 6 700 pul':lir. caierinlt 6nterprises
are planned for  pr ivat izat ion -  9oo of  a l l  s lat6-
orvned outlots and 5o'o of state{v/n€al enlsr-
prises
Economy and Li fe,  No .19.  page 16.  Lenqth
Med ium 12  01  90

About the blEck market  pr ices

Average black market prices for foocjstuff$ and
ciothes are 2-3 t imes highef  than state retar i
pr ices.  for  pharmaceut icals -  10 t imes for  per-

f  umer ies -  6-1 0 t imes.  for  cars -  6 t ime-q and fcr
alecl r ical  household aonl iances -  2-5 t rmes
Economy and Li fe No 49 paqe 16 Lenqth
Long  12 .01  90

"On pract ical  s teps for  t ransi l ion to mark6t-
rcgulated oconomy"
The USSR Vice-Premier At la lk in s repof i  at  th6
USSR Suoreme Soviet  session cov€rs th6 fc l -
lov/ ing questaons condi t ions tor  t ransi t ion to
market-rogulated economv main items ot mar-

Ket regulat ion in 199 1 socia l  pol icy in the n6v/
condi t ions and manaqemenl  st ruct ! re in the

transitive period.

EconomyandLr le No-19 page3 uerrr th Lonr l
1 2  0 1  9 0

L6on id  Abe l k i n :  l 'm  f o r  r ea l i sm  and  we igh -
i ng  a l l  p ros  and  cong
The USSR Vic+Premier Acadenr icran Abaik in
comments on the currant  s i tuat ion in the na-

t ional  economy and {orecasts for  199 1
Governmental  Bul let in.  No.  49 oaoe 4 Lenoth
Long 12 01 90

Power engineer ing for  2131 csntury b6gins
today
The USSR Academv of  Scienc6 states rhat  the
existing povrer h:ase rvrll be exhaustoci in 20
years The USSR io ins Internat ional  Thermonu-
clear Exper imental  qeactor  r lTEPi proiecl

managed by Internat ional  Nuciear Enar,q iT '
Ag6ncy.  ITER is supposed to be pui  into oper.r -
t i on  i n  2003
lzvest ia page 2 Length:  Long 12 02 90

Environ ment
Wa l iv6 in a test ing ar€a
Ther6 is  an urg6nt  need f  or  environmenlal  leqis-
lat ion USSB lav/s st i l l  lack a c lef inr t ion nf  envi-
ronmental  cr ime'
Soviet  Russia oaqe 6 Lenqthr Medium 12 07

Finencs
Ooposit intore!t raios
Vice-Chairman ot  the USSR Savinr t  Bank

Board Solowov is intervietyed on the nevi svs-
t€m of interest rates ford6posits imposecjbv the
Presidential D6cree
Arguments and Facts No .i8 paoe -l Lanqlh
Med ium 12  01  90

What market do we need ?

rhe USSF l. .4inisle. o'  F,narce A{exer Pavlov
cornments on th€ level 3f state cl€bt and uovern-
nental f inancial oolrcv internal state debt ex-
ceeded F.100 bn rn 1990 rvhrle in 19Bg it  ac-
ccunted for R1-12 bn cniv.
Economv and Life No .+9 r laqe 15 Lenqilh
Long 12  01  90

Why shou ld  L i thuan ia  havE i ts  own min t?
!r ' lhuanian Government aomrnrssion6 the F€-
DUblican f. .4rnl$trv of Financev/i th establ ishing a
mint for prrnt inO netr r l thu?nr?0 ff ion€V
Economy and Life No,l9 paqe2 Longth'Briaf
t l v t  v v

Whet do we have in our "ourse"?

The USSB l. .4inister of tr inance Alexei Pavlov is
lntervievrecl on governfiental fins;161p1 policy in
'1991. Real tax rates for enterprises \r i l l  be
loivered to 379 o in 1 99 1 Instead of -179o in 1 990,"
Governm€ntal Bul lct in. No,19 page 5 Lergth
LonO i2  0 i  90 .

Hea l th
Pay and bo  hoa l ihy
invesimenls in Russian i i .aaith Security S' ls-
teEr are {ai behind its reai needs and after
IntrodL]ctron Dl paici i'nedrcal servrc€s tevi people
viill be able to atto!'d tne luxurv
l. .4oscorv Pravda. page 3 L€ngthr Lonq. 12.05
U U

Birth "by mistake"
The nation s (lenetic pool is reportedlv inder
senous mreat trom an annual Increase in drs-
ablocl cn ldren s brths 'anq,nq fron t 0C 000 rr
120 00C Of 819 bir lhs 37 are premature 16
born dead 121 r i ie in rnfancv. 36 are d€formecl
55 fal l  r ; i  soon aftar aidh due 1c immuno-d6fi-
ciencv and i .15 are physical lv handicapped.
Soviet Fuss;a page -{ Length; Lonq. .12 05 90.

You cgn go  c razy . . .
The USSF Ministrv cf Health has developed
maasu!'€s lor orotecl!on from f)n6umonrc
plague in the Cenlral A6ian regions of the
u ss t-{
lzv€stia pao€ 6 Lenqth: l , ,4edium 12 03.90

I nfrastructure
Flumors a16 gros3ly exaggerated
Delays at the main rai l \ ' /av freiqht-vards in
Byelorussia are beine blamed on turo factors:
iri'-reased Sirppll615 af ircdstufiS lrcm Eurfp€
.rnd th€ so-cal l6C Abeikrn proi: lem'- proQres-
srve laxatron for rncreasrnq r/al les lvhrch Dr6-
v€nts the rai lr lav aclministrat ion trom hrr inq
additional Y/orkors
tzvestra. oage 1 Lenetlh f,4edrur:r. 12 03 90.

Now market is coming...
Roport on Scienti f ic and Practical Conterence
"CiN manailament cn the stau€ of lransr' l ,on 10
markeJ-rstlulateci er:onoriv held in Moscovr
lzvestia paqe 2 Length: Briet l2 02 90

I nternational
Flelying on somebody else's,. ,
Intervievi vr i th I  Prostyakov, DepuW Chairrnan
of th6 Presrclential commisslon lor Dtstrtburron
of Forergn Aid.
lzvestra paqe l  Lenqth l ,4edirrm, 12 05 g0

Investment
Have travel led enoug h...
The USSR monopoly travel agency Intourst
v/ i l l  sel l  tourist vouchers for hard currencv onlv.
sinae ths state is not going to give i t  a cent next
year
Evenrng fr ' loscovr. page2, Lenqth. Medium. 12.
UJ UU

Labor
Postponed str ike
f/orkers of th€ maior f,4oscovr buildinq contrac-
tor "GlavMosStroy' Ag6ncy. after negotiat ing
!./lth therr employers. agreed to postpone Dy 10
clav"s th6ir striks of orotest aqainst ooor housintl
condit ions.
l/oscov,/ PravcJa, paee 1 Length: Brief. 12 0.1
VU

Unemployment without.. .  unemployed?
Horv to tackle problems facecl under market
condrtrons. l ike unemployment? Socrologrst
loor B€stuzhev-Lada presents excerpts from
lhe third oafi  of his nevi f iook Social Innova-
t ions: Prognosis of the Grounds' .
fy 'orker's Tribune. pags2. L€ngth: Lonq 12. 07.
UU

Risk always has consequ6nces
For the f i rst six months of this Vear the nLrmDer
of induslrial inluries follovred by death has qone
up bv 1.69o. Sti l l ,  the USSB has no appropriate
lavi on labor protection and nobody seems to
care, .
Ulorker's Tribuno. paqe 2 Length. Medium. 12
05 90

Better less but well-done
Feport on the USSF All-Unicn Trade Unions
Contederation Soviet session
Labor oage 1. Lenqth. Lono. 12,0,1.90

Law
Legal guarantee. How ebout people?
lf the 'decrepid communist doqma is not over-
com6. land orivatization vrill remain an emDtv
declaration on paper. a correspondent con-
tenos.
lzvesl ia page 1. Lenathr l ' ,4edium. 12.06.90.

New taxes in Lithuania
The Lithuanian Parl iament has adopted a num-
ber of nev/ lax lalys affecling indivicluals. ex-
emptinq certain groups {pensioners, ior ex-
ampi€, One;:rovision exempts comDany cl ivi-
dends trom taxation
lzv€stia, paqe 1 Length: Brief 12 06,.90

Presidential "eight points"
Presid€nt 's amendments to the Consti tut ion
may help to overcome the paralysrs of po,r,rer.
l,4oscovr Pravda paqe 1 Length; l,rlecjium 12
06 90

Trme for act ions
l/Ps have discussed a dratt laiv cn the basic
prrnciples of social securitv of rnval ids
Pravda, paoe 1, Length:l ' .4edium. 12,05,90

On the program ol revival of Russian vi l-
rago, , .
Texl of fhe Russian Parl iamsnt's Decree On
the proqram ol revival of Fussran village and
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,fl-'USSR Busrunss Rnponts - .- 6r:::;, j t. ,::==leq",6- - l
development of  the agroinclustr ia l  complox pol i t ica Fe( jeral ion Special  Congress f inal  s i t t inq
s i onedbyBo r i sYe l t s i n  TheUSSF |P res iden t ' sp roposa l sendo rsed  l z vas t i a  paqe l . Leng th  [ / ed i um 12 ,01  90 .
Rural  L i fe paq6 1 Length f ,4er j ium 12 05 90 Gorbachev s speech on amendments to the

How calveg but ted "starodubtsevs"

At lonQ last  the land t re lonqs to i1s real  ovrn6rs
ancj  the author borrov/s tho heacJl ine i rom Sciz-
henitsyn s Hov/ a calf buttgcl an oak-t!'6e This
time the calf has vron hot^lever. dasfJit!, resls-
tance from manv conservatives In'rludini:t
Peasanls Union chairman V A Starori,..itrisev
Evening l"4oscovr page 1 Lenqthr Lon,-i 12 0'i

Par l iament supports conc€pt of  the Union
Agreement
Despite ths controversv over the rjrafi Union
Agreement. l'tlPs are repodod to have endorsed
th6 Aqraement s conc6pt in t ) r inc ip le
izvest ia,  page 1 Length:  Long 12 0- l  90

Flussia-Center:  ls  a love-match possib l6?

Analyzin0 t ryo draf t  lav/s the Union A0r€€rnenl
and Russian Const ; tut ion analvst  B Pugachov
concludes that  ludging by ihe proxin i ty  b+
hveen pol i t ical  phi losophies upon vrhicn tho
furo documents are based a marriage of con-
vanience'  should b€ ant ic ipated rather than a
"lov6-match

lzvest ia.  pag€ 3 LenOth Loni l  12 0.+ 90

The President ia l  Decree on Strengthening
Workers '  Conlro l
Decree is  a imed at  establ ishing an inspect ion
system over storage.  t ranspodat ion and sales

of foodstuffs and industrral goods
Pravda page l  Length: l ,4er j ium 1201 90

USSR Const i tut ion
lzvest ia naoe 1 Lenir th LonQ 12 05 90

Cur rency  rub le  and  "wood6n "  r ub l6
The USSF Supreme Soviet  $andinq Commis-
s ion on Planninq anr i  Euclqet  Financinq sharplv
.ritirilzes th€ drafts of the State Plan ancj BucloeJ
submitieri tlv the Central Government
rzv€st ia oag€ 2 Length Lonq 12 03 90

How raach  " t he  oass "
A greal  day in the history of  Russia Pravcjacommentatorre\rsrvsr l ra i tsof  theStale
Effecl ivaDec 3 1990 thelandwaslobe_qiven elan and Bur jeet  fcr '1 991 beinr , 'd iscussod bV
out to its ov,/ners complete vrith re-seiling righis USSF MPs in rjonventional Pravcja-style:
lzvest ia page 1 Length Long 12 04 90.  'Uni led economy rs rmDossihr lo v/ i thout  overal l

consgnT
Pravda paqe 1  L€nr l th r  Long 12 .0390

Aboul texes
Ropofi  on the Russian Fe(lerat ion Supreme
Soviet riebate an Introriuction of amendments to
th€ ussF 1-a!./  on Droduclron tax6s.
Pravrla narLe 1 Lenntt Brief 12 02 9O

Alternative version of Union Treaty
Accordin{)  to th6 ai ternal ive draf t  of  th€ Union
Trealy proposed try the League of lndependent
Scient is ts the USSF v/oulc j  b6 cal led the
Russian Republ ic  lyoulc j  be qov€rned bV the
state Duma or assembry th6 Pr€sidenl  and the
Counci l  of  l , ,4 in is lers and vrould be divrded in lo
provinces vr i th th6rr  ovi  n senates and provincia i
armres
Worker 's  Tr ibune o; tqe 2 Lenglhr  Br ief  12 02

Arguments are over but  no decis ion yel
Fegror l  cn Bussian Pr im6 l . .4 in ister  !van Si-
lavevs conclucl inf l  re! 'narks at  the Russian

Whai wi l l  peasant get  f rom an empty sack?
ReDort  on the USSR Supreme Soviet  standing
Commit t6e on Agncul ture discussing the aorc>
industr ia l  budaet draf t  lor  '1991

Fural  l - i fe.  oaqe 2.  Length;  Medium 12 01 90

Fletail Trade
Who is the GUM store mesler?
At Dec 5 founders conference it \yas decided
that ths l,,4oscorv deoartment stor€ GUM vrill tre
Transformed into a joint stock company viith a
slatu lory fund of  F75 mi l l ion anr l  150 000
shares
Pravda  oage3  Lenq th :B r i e f  1206 .90

In the mirror  of  stet is t ics
At the f i rs t  of  three stages of  pr ival izat ton nine
p€r cent of all shops \./ill b6 sold to v/orkers
collectives
Traci€ Gazette. oage 1. Length. Brief 12 06 90.

Bazaar tends to market
Black market sr:rvev embracecj 71 cities an(j
tor^/ns of Russian Fefleration Comparalive
iable sho\ys thal average black market prices
are usual lv  2-5 t imes hioher than state reta i l
priCeS
Arguments and Facts.  No -{8.  page 3.  Lenqth
l"4edium 12 01 90

Soviet  l i fe
Land -  to people!
' 'A&F ooinion pol l  on the people s at t i tudes
tov/ard Orivate ov/nership of land involv€d more
than 300.000 respondents Pol l  reood shor.rs
that  th6 ovenJhelmin( l  maior i lv  96 2oo favor
introducinq pr ivate ovrnership of  land
Arouments and Facls No -18.  oag6 1 Lenqth:
Long  12  01  90
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USSR Busrwrss Rnponrs c(  Pages l
Raport  on the. f i rs t  Al l -Union Congress cf  t ror-

estry Otficers: on€ cubic meter of sav/-timber
costs S28 in the U S. S32 in Fin lanr i  an. i  l€ss
than R2 in the USSR
Rural  L i fe.  page 2 Length:  L4edium 12 02 90

Rates of privatizaiion

The USSP State Stalislics Conrmitiee repori on
rates of  pr ivat izat ion in 1091'  :7 300 reta i l  l rar ie
out le ls and 6 700 publ ic .  cater ing enternr ises
ars p lann€d for  pr ivat izat ion -  9oo of  a l l  s tate-
owned outlats and 59'o of state{v/ned enter-
orises
Economy and Li fe,  No .19.  page 16.  Lenqth
l ' /edium 12 01 90

About lhe black market prices
Avorage black market pricos for foocjstuffs an.j
clothes are 2-3 t imes highor than staie retai i
pr ices. for pharmac6uticals - 10 t im6s for pef-
fumeries - 6-1 0 t imes. for cars - 6 t imes anC for
electrical household aor:!iances - 2-5 times
Economy and Life No {9 page 16 Lengtn'
Lonq 12 .01  90

" On practical steps for lransit ion to mark6l-
regulated economy"
The USSR Vice-Premier Abalkrn s ret)ofi at th€
USSR Supreme Soviet session covers the fol-
lot/ / ing questions condit ions for tansi l ion 10
market-r€gulated economv main item-c ot mar-
Ket 169iJlat ion in 1991 social pol icv in th6 nevr
condit ions and manaqement structure in lhe
transitive period.
EconomyandLile No.l9 page3 Lenqth: Long
1 2 . 0 1 . 9 0

Loon id  Aba lk in :  l 'm fo r  res l i sm and we igh-
ing  a l l  p ros  snd cons
The USSR Vic+Premier Academician Abaikin
comments on the currenl si tuation in the na-
t ional economy and forecasts for 199 1
Governmental Bul lst in. No.49 Daoe,l  Lenoth
Lonq 12  01  90

Power engineering for 21st century begins
today
The USSR Academv of Scionce states rhat lhe
existing porver base \lrill b€ exhausted in 20
years The USSR ioins lnt€! 'national Thermonu-
clear Exp€rim6ntal Feactor rrTERr proiect
managed by lnternational Nuciear Enerqv
Agency ITER is supposed to be pLrt int.  oFlera-
t ion in 2003
lzvsstia page2 Lenglh: Long 12.02 90

Environ ment
Wo l ive in a test ing area
There is an urgent need for environrnenlal legis-
lat ion USSR lav/s st i l l  lack a ci6f inrt ion of "envi-

ronmental cr ime'.
Soviet Russia page 6 Length: Medium 12 07
90

Finance
Dcposi i  inlerest rates
Vice-Chairman of the USSR Savinrt Bank
Board Solovvov is intervrewecj on ths nev/ svs-
tam of interest rates fordeposits lmposocjbv thr
Presicienlial Decree
Arguments and Facts No .i8 paae .+ Lengrh
Medium 12 01  90

What market do we need ?

The USSF l.4inister 01 Financ6 Aloxei Pavlov
comments cn the level of state debt anclqovern-
mental f inancial Dolrcv. rnternal state debt sx-
ceeded E-{00 bn rn 1990 vihrle rn 1985 i t  ac-
counted for R1-12 bn rniv.
Economv ancj Life No Jg paae 15 Lenqth
icng 12 01 90

Why shou ld  L i thuan ia  have i t s  own min t?
Lrthuanian Government commrssions the Re-
cublican f.4inrstrv of Financev/rth establ!shinq a
rnint for pf lnt ino nev/ rrtnuanran monev
Eccnomy and Life No ,19 paqe 2 Length' Bnef
1 2  0 1  9 0

What do we have in our "ourse"?

The USSR f.4inister of tr inance Alexai Pavlov is
interv*ieyleri on governi"nental fins161u1 policv in
1991. "Real tax rates {or enterDrrses v/ l l l  be
lov/ered tc 370o in 1 99 1 inst€aci of .179o i n 1 990."
Governmental Bul let in No,49. paqe 5 Lergth.
Lonq 12 0i 90

Health
Pay and be healthy
Invesiments 1n Russian i i€al ih Securitv Sys-
tem are far behind its reai ns6ds and after
Introdirctron of pard rned rcal servrc6s f ev/ people
\Yill be able to atford the luxurv
l,4oscow Pravda. page3 L€ngth Lonq. 12.05

Birth "by mistake"
The ta t lon  S Oenet ,C pOOl  rS  re jo r ted lv  - r ( le r

ssnous thr€aI from an annLrai tncreaso rn drs-
abled cni ldren s bir lhs ran0inq trom 100 000 tc
120.00C Of 810 births 37 are rrr€mature '1 6
born C€ad .121 die in infancv 36 aredelorm€d
55 fal l  r l i  soon after ir i r th due ic lmmuno-defi-
ciency and i ,+5 are Fh'r 'sical lV handicapped.
Soviet FLrssia paqe,l  Length: Lonq, 12 05 90.

You can go  c rEzy . . ,
Th6 USSP Ministry- ct Heallh has developed
measures tof Droteclron trom pn6umonrc
plagl ie in th€ Central Asian regions of the
U S S H

lzvsstia pag€ 6 Lenoth l ,4edrum 12 03 90

I nfrastructure
Bumors aro grossly exaggerated
Deiays at the main rail\.iay frei{jht-vards in
Bveiorussra are beino blarned on tulo factors:
ircreased supplies or 'iocdst!ffs from Europe
and the so-.al led Abaikrn prot l iem - proqres-
sive laxalran for rncreasrnrl  p/a! l6s rynrch Dr6-
vents the rai l ! ' /av aci.ninistrat ion from hrr inq
additronal vrorkers
lzvestra pag€ 1 Lenqlh' l ,4edrurn 12 03 90.

Now marke t  i s  coming. , .
Report on Scienti f ic and Practical Conference
'CrtV .nanaqemg6t 3r lh€ Staue ol transri ,on 10
market-requlated econDriy held rn Moscoiv
lzves t ia  Daoe2 Lena lh  Br ie f  120290.

lntern6tionel
Be ly ing  on  somebody e lse 's , , ,
lntervievr v/ i th I  Prostvakov, Depuw Charrn:an
of the Presiclential Ccmmrssion ior Drstf lbulron
of Foreign Aio.
lzvestia. paqe 1 L€nqth i \r ' lediLm, 12 05 90

I nvestment
Havo travel led enough...
The USSR monopoly travel agency Intourist '
wrl l  sel l  tourist vouchers for hard currencv only.
since th6 slate is not going to give i t  a cent next
year.
Evenrng Moscory pag6 2, Length. Medium. .12.

03  90

Labor
Postponed str ike
Workers of the major Moscovr buildinq contrac-
tor "GlavMosStroy. Agency. after negotiat ing
lvrth therr empioyers. agreed to postpon€ by 10
davs their str ike cf prol6st aaainst ooor housinql
condrt ions.
Moscovr Pravda. page 1 Length: Brief 12.0.{.
V U

Unemployment without.. .  u nemployed?
How to tackle problems faced under market
conori lons, l ike unemployment? Soctologist
lqor Bestuzhev-Lada presents excerpts from
the third part of his ne\.r t)ook Social Innova-
t ion$: Prognosis of the Grounds .
yy'orkersTribune. page2. Lenoth: Lonq 12 07
90

Risk always has consequences
For the f i rst six months of this vear the nL.rmber
of industrial inJuries follovr€d by death has qone
uF by 1,69'o. Sti l l ,  the USSR has no appropriate
layi on labor protection and nobody seems to

Worker'sTribune. paqe2 Lenqtht i \4edium. 12
05 90

Better less but well-done
Fepofi  on the USSF All-Union Trade Unions
Confsderation Soviet session
Labor ,  pag6 1 .  Length .  Long.12 .0 . { ,90 .

Law
Legal guerantee. How ebout p€opl6?
lf tha decrepid' communist dogma is not over-
come. land privatization v/ill remain an emDty
declaration on paper, a correspondent con-
tenos
lzvostia. page 1, Lenoth: l ,4edium. 12,06.S0.

New taxes in Lithuania
The Lithuanian Parl iament has adopted a num-
ber of nev/ tax lavls affecting indivicluals. ex-
empting cenain groups ipensioners, for ex-
amplei One prcvision sxempts comDanv cl ivi-
dends from taxation.
lzvestia, paqe 1 Length: Brief 12 06,90

Presidcntial "eight points"
President s amendments to the Consti tut ion
may help to overcome the paralysrs of Lrorver
l'.rloscovr Pravda page 1 Length: l/ecJium '12

06 90

Trm6 tor actrons
LrlPs have discussed a dratt law cn the basic
pnnciples of social securty of rnvalrds
Pravda,  page 1 .  Length : l t4ed ium.  12 ,0590

On the program of revival of Russian vi l-
laoo , . .
Text of the Russran Parl iament s Decree on
the p!'oqram ot revival ol Russran villaqe and
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