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Analysis

The future of Russian private farming

by Andrei Balebanov
Is there a future for private farms in Russia? It's a

pUESIgR whiRh Jows R Brminen ik gLIne A et inlmdna
tion which provides equal rights for all forms of property
holding, an unprecedented step in post-Revolution Russia.

First, some history. Why should individual subsidiary
plots be treated as the basis for the development of private
farme? Praricaly haraniea iindar tha ~randitinng whirh nraa
valled in the country for many years these individual plots
existed as the scle form of smali production in the argricul-

tural sector. Peasant holdings, cut down to the size of rural
farmsteads, nevertheless preserved many characteristics
N R TGRS B SSHEHEUEH QIBALEIDL N b aceain
severe conditions of struggle for survival. Here we have in
mind, among other things, the problem of adequately sup-
plying the rural population with industrial products. The total
experience accumulated through the functioning of subsidi-
ary ninte, rauaring anminietrativacaurmausratic ac wall ac

economically rational methods of management, gives hope
continued next page

Is the establishment going “green”

What mightbe termedthe establishmentpress — including
“Novosti”, the state propaganda agency — has begun clam-
oring for new legislation with which to attack industrial polluters.

The highly conservative conservative daily Soviet Russia
last week joined the offensive with a surprisingly tough article
which, quite even-handedly. blamed present and former au-
thorities for the Soviet Union’s environmental mess.

This may represent foreshadowing for a new legislative
offensive. Atthe moment, prosecutors say bringing polluters to
trial is next to impossible. And the current system of penalties
represents little more than a system of fees.

There is little room for skepticism about the nightmarish
state of the Soviet physical environment.

in fact, the list of Soviet horror stories already headlined in
the press is a long one, and each week brings new scandals.

In Soviet Russia (Dec. 7), for instance, the following har-
rowing details are offered:

— Birth defects recorded in Moscow maternity hospitals
number 1.5 times the national average;

— Infant mortality is 2-3 times levels recorded in the
capitals of all other capitals in the world;

— One third of all Muscovites reside in environmentally “un-
comfortable” districts, contributing to a life expectancy which
places the city 70th on a ranking of 90 international cities;

— Radioactive waste contamination has been found in half
the schools inspected in a survey:

— Of every 100 enterprises and factories in Moscow, 75
have no pollution control equipment, a fact the article blames
for the high levels of dangerous trace metals in city soil; and

— Incineration Plant No. 3, closed at one point for its dioxin
emission levels, was subseguently reopened because officials
feared even more the danger of garbage piling up.

And that's just Moscow. The article depicts an even more
acute situation in one district of the city of Volgograd. In the
Krasnoarmeysk area. the article says two industrial associa-
tions are pumping out so much hydrogen chloride that inhabi-
tants have a life expectancy a full 7.5 years lower than others
in the cleaner city center. Cause of death is usually cardiovas-
cular, and has been linked medically with the air pollution.

Meanwhile, the “Novosti” Press Agency, recently trans-
formed into a state information outlet, has carried excerpts
from a highly-critical report in the Trud trade union daily.
Headline: “Bribing environmental experts.”

The account is based on developments surrounding con-
struction of a new nuclear power plant in Rostov-on-Don. The
correspondent outlines conflicts of interest among requlators
and planners, including links between a research group en-
gaged to conduct an environmental assessment and the Min-
istry of Nuclear Power. The article concludes that the “state
apparatchiki are consolidating with business interests.”

As It happens. the Rostov project was halted, though
largely as a result of the power struggle between central
government and republican authorities. But what, the Novosti
report asks, “will happen if [republican authorities] decide to
derive profits from all sorts of environmentally-hazardous proj-
ects and nuclear power projects?”
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The future of Russian private farming

continued from previous page
to the development of private farming upen the basis of
personal subsidiary piots.

The creation of the first peasant farms in the Baltic Re-
publics and the non-Black Earth zone provides evidence
that. in addition t¢ "farmers' colonization” of unoccupied or
unusedterrain andthe gradual transformation of contractual
and rental family collectives into seitf-sufficient farms. cne
variant for the formation of agricultural structures is tied 1o
straightening the position of the individual subsidiary plot,

Studies conducted by the All-Union Research Institute
on Agricultural Economics in early 1990 showed that at the
present time three types of private farms have come nto
being: "consumption goods” farms, forthe most part orientad
toward satistying the family's needs in the area of unavail-
able fcod products; "consumption-consumer productior”
farms, providing for the family's financial needs as weil as
making up for food shortages, and “consumer production”
farms. oriented toward producing for the market.

Considering that individua! subsidiary plots are one of
the most lasting traditions of the rural way of lite. which with
the urbanization of the village will even more deeply implant
itself into the consciousness of the rural population, it is
doubtiul whether one can predict the full disappearance of
farms of the "consumption goods™ type  Itis more Lkely that
this type of production unit will in the first place transform
itseif into a personal garden in form and content

The greater portion of personal plots, around 85%, are of
the "consumption-consumer production” tyce Such farms
significantly strengthen the material base ofrural iife. creat-
ing the preconditions for the satisfaction of various con-
sumption needs. These considerations allow usto conclude
that such farms will develop into one of the fundamental
forms of agricultural production.

Returning to the creation of private farms in Russia, 1t
must be conceded that this process will be long and difficuit.
According to the most optimistic prognoses. it will take 1510
20 years for private farms in Russia to beqgin showing results
in terms of satiating the market with products

In my opinion the main danger lies in the fact that the
realization of the land reform program stipulated by the
RSFSR People's Deputies' Resolution dependsinlarge part
on the cooperation of local authorities — rural soviets. re-
giona! soviets, etc. It is no secret that representatives ¢f
these organs of power often include incompetent people,
pootly oriented in agricultural problems. In support of this
thesis one canrefertothe recent"Law on Property™ and "Law
onthe Land" promuigated by the USSR Supreme Soviet as
well as the “Law on the Land" elaborated by the RSFSR
Supreme Soviet Many local organs understood these laws
in different ways.

Another barrier to the introduction and creaticn ofprivate
farms in Russia will be the absence of specialized machines
andthe imperfection of farming techniques, intheform ofiow
leveis of insuring the rural population with goods and serv-
ices. This conclusion is in particular corroborated by the
results of an early 1990 opinion poll. Seventy to 90 percent
of those questioned indicated that their desired monthly in-

come. covering costs for one family. would be no more than
750-1.000 rutles They agreed that it would be senseless to
make more money.

One mcre cbstacle to the creation of private farms may
fie in the system of economic measures affecting farmers.
Such measures include prices. conditions for credit and
taxes aswell as shortages and inaccessibility of manv kinds
of resources

Further difficulties are associated with the lengthy proc-
ess of increasing the qualifications of modern farmers. Ac-
cording to some economists, any intensive restructuring of
agricultural production will spantwo generations. Thisistied
to the insufficiency of farmers' knowledae.

Tre Peopie's Deputies’ Resolution indicates that not
iess than 15% of the RSFSR national budget will be appro-
priated for restructuring Russia's agricultural sector. This
means that the Russian government is orepared to subsi-
dize private farmers. However, itis notclear how in practice
relations betvween farmers and kolkhoz (state farm) chair-
men will arrange themselves. It is not clear who will have
more control over resources, technology and people.

This, of course. is not an exhaustive list of problems
associated with the realization of the People's Deputies’
Resolution and the creation of private farms in Russia. Is
there afuture forthese farms? People's Deputy ofthe USSR
and well-known agricultural economist A. Yemelvanov be-
lieves there is. Yemelvanov asserts that recognition of the
equality of various types of ownership, in particular private
oroperty, represents a long awaited rehabilitation of those
values which were cateqorized as alien to the nature of
socialism or figured as mere remnants.

Andrei Balebarov is a correspondent in the international
department of the national newspaper. Rural Life. and is a
member ofthe USSR Business Reports board of advisers.

More hard-currency travel plans

The state tourism agency. Intourist. has following the Railway Minis-
try's lead in announcing a new hard-currency-only policy for Soviet
axcursions tothe rast of the world. Inthe rail system's casa. the move
was a fairly transparent pressure play to force the release hard-
currency funds tolet it pay debts in the west. Intourist says ittoo can't
get convertibie funds out of the treasury.

But non-travellers can now save dollars

The giant savings bank system has announced that Soviet citizens
may now napen hard-currency accounts at five of its Moscow
branches it's avenoffering better terms than Vnesheconombank the
traditiona! keeper of Soviet and foreigner-held bucks. including inter-
ast. which the "Vnesh' ciaims it can't pay because of computer

orofems

Meanwhile, in the courts...

Maoscow city Zourt is reported to have ruled in favor of a souvenir
vendor lailed tor accepting hard currency for his wares. if upheld —
and, equally critically. if followed by lowsr district courts — the
decision may imply lagalization of hard-currency paymant to individu-
als and an end to the infamous Article 88 penal cade provision vhich
makas currancy 'speculation” a serious criminal offence
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Agriculture

From a bad seed

Losses from cattie brucallosis for the last five
yaars make R800 million. (A report of the cur-
rant state ot aftairs )

DefencaofConsumer's Rights page 2. Length
Medium. 12.06:80.

Not like making pancakes...

Opinion poll raport on peasants’ attitudes tn-
wards land reform in Russia: 88% of kolkhoz
farmers for private ownership of land. but only
13-19% stand for private farms systern
Pravda. page 2. Length: Long 12 04 80
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Business

Hansiatic League

Lensoviat Chairman A Sobchak is disappointed
with the state of affairs at thae forming Baltin
market As an alternative he's propased ta cre-
ate a Hansiatic Leagueof Russian German and
Scandinavian cities

Worker's Tribune. page 2. Langth: Brief 12 07
80

KG8 will publish 8 newspaper

The bimonthly will ba tited "Analvtic Prass” and
is going to start at the end of December this
yvear. Two of tan pages will be tilled with adver-
tisements, seven - with analytic materials on
economics. policy, law history and literature
and ona - with KGB materials including ar-
chives

\Worker's Tribune page 4 Length: Briaf. 12 08
80

Italian-Soviet Trade Chamber: from words
to acts

ltalian-Soviet Trade Chamber President Far-
rero comments on tha developmsent of trade
ralations between the USSR and Italy
Economy and Life. No 48 page 21 Length
Brief. 12 01 80

Economy

Economy at the threshold of market

Raport of the first warking day of the All-Union
Meeting ot Managers of State Enterorises
Pravda. page 1. Length: Medium. 1207 80

Association: to be or not to be?

A new financially independent Association
“Lesbumizdat” producing paper can easily lose
its independence because of a heavy burden cf
the State order. says the boards director
V. A Federmasser.

Pravda. page 3. Length: Medium. 12 0760

Only sky is the limit

A report of the sky-high vegetable prices at
Moscow markets.

Rural Life. page 3 Length: Brief 12 07 90

N.L.Ryzhkov's speech

The Prime-Minister's speech on the current
aconomic situation in the country and perspec-
tives of its development in 1881 under new

conditions.
Soviet Russia. page 2 Length: Long. 1207 80

Mossaoviet is for privatization of accommo-
dation

On Dac 3 Mossovist adonted a nroject of nan-
eral directions of nrivatization as the basis fora
tuture dacree

Viorker's Tribune page 1. Length. Brief 12 07
80

To a market - with coupons?

Although the transition o & markat aconomy
has many fimes beer proclaimed. the chactic
state of the nountry's economy gives no signs of
improvement dus to nc dacisive stans taken
Instead. wa're buying things for coupons if the
process can be called "buying” at all

Defance of Consumer s Rights page 4. Length:
Long. 12.06.80.

Less meat and more vacuum cleaners.
Statistics for Russian ndustry for Januarv-Cc-
tober 1880 industriai production has dropped
by 0.4%

Defance of Consumer s Rights page 8 Length:
Briaf 12 08 80

P've a ruble in my pocket

Ponulist ideas of all kinds ara barring possible
vays 1o a normal econcmy. Politicians must
forget their slogans concerning “pooular vwell-
baing” and bacoma realists. (An intarview with
LV Blinov. economist:

Evaning Moscow paga 2. Length- Madium. 12
06 80

We won't be shie to do without an economic
agreement

Vithout  infersrepubican  economic  agree-
mants tha Union Agresmant won 't be effectiva”
savs V Kucherenke Charman of the USSR
Suprama Soviet Planning and Budget & Fi-
nance Commission

lzvastia. page 2 Lenath Braf 12 0680

And we're going on trading to our hearts’
content...

State shops have nothing to sell and black
market prices are anything from three to 10
times higher than the state prices.

Moscow Komsomoiets page 1 Length: Brief

Excamts from readers’ lefters one of which calls
the existing system of payments “a bomb for the
market” due to the system’s absurdity

Pravda page 3 Length: Long 12.06 80

Agroprom on its way to market: bank and
sovkhoz

At tha editorial "round tahie” bankers and state
farm leadears discuss possible ways of coopera-
tion

Rurai Life page 2 Length. Long 12 06.90.

There is food stuff and bread

G. Popov's press confarence

Evening Moscow. page 1. Length: Brief 12.05
20

Heavy burden of paper money

If no radical measures are taken. the avalanche
of panar monev will reach RS0 bition next year
in addition ta R22-R25 billion anticipated by the
and of this vear. Deputy Chairman of the USSR
State Bank A.V.Voaylukov in his interview talks
ahout the current situation

lzvestia. page 2. Length: Madium. 12 05 90.

Economic forecasters say a warm spell is
going to set in

Russian MPs discuss van Silayev's repott on
maasuras being taken by Russian Government
for stabilization of economy and transition to
markat

lzvestia. page 2. Length' Medium. 12.05 90

Great dealings

Ryazan Commodity Exchange started dealings
with representatives of Germany. Japan. Fin-
land Poland and 14 Soviet Repubiics partici-
pating

Pravda page 1. Length: Brief 12 08 90

Ambitions in hard currency

Sibarian “Norilsk nickel” concern failed to take
control of its own foraign trade operations: deliv-
eries of nickel to the USA are accomplished via
“Tachnoexport” State Agency while quality cer-
tificates are supplied by ancther State Agency
“Raznomport”

12 06 80 lzvestia. page 2. Length Medium. 1202 90
A "bomb" for the market We'll bow to forest
How to order
Toordertransiated articles direct from our Moscow office, fill outthe form below
and fax to: (416) 360-7942. Or cali (416) 360-6003. Please specify regular or
express (2-day) delivery. Rates are five cents {U.S.)/word. includingtranslation
and fax costs. pius 50% for express service.
Order Form
Name
Company o
Address -
|
i
Cty State Zip
Fax { i Phonei{ _ Vv
Headline Date / /
Express [ Regular []
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Raport on the first All-Union Congress of For-
estry Officars: one cubic meter of sav-timber
costs 828 in the U.S. 832 in Finland and lass
than R2 inthe USSR

Rural Life. page 2. Length: Medium 12 02 80

Rates of privatization

The USSR State Statistics Commiftea raport on
rates of privatization in 1881 17 300 retaii trade
outlets and 6.700 public catering enterprisas
ara planned for privatization — 8% of all state-
owned outlets and 8% of state-nwned entar-
prises

Economy and Life. No 48. page 16. Length
Medium. 12.01.90.

About the black market prices

Average black market prices for foodstuffs and
clothas are 2-3 times higher than state retail
prices. for pharmaceuticals - 10 times for per-
fumneriss - 8-10 times. for cars - 6 times and for
slactrical househaid appliances - 2-5 times
Economy and Life No 49 page 18 Length
Long. 1201 90

»On practical steps for transition to market-
regulated economy”

The USSR Vice-Pramier Abalkin's report at tha
USSR Suprame Sovist sassion covers the fol-
lowing questions' conditions for transition to
markeat-raqulated economy. main items of mar-
ket regulation in 1891 social palicy in the new
conditions and management structure in the
transitive period.

EconomyandLife No48 page 3 Length Lang
12:01.€0.

Leonid Abalkin: I'm for realism and weigh-
ing all pros and cons
The USSR Vice-Premier Academician Abalkin

comments on the currant situation in the na-.

tional aconomy and foracasts for 1891
Gavernmental Bulletin. No. 48 page 4. Length
L.ong. 1201.80.

Power engineering for 21st century begins
today

The USSR Academy of Science states that the
existing power base will be exhausted in 20
years. The USSR joins International Thermonu-
clear Experimental Reactor ({TER: project
managed by International Nuclear Ensergy
Agency. ITER is supposed to be put into opera-
tion in 2003.

izvestia. page 2. Length: Long. 12 .02 80.

Environment

We live in a testing area

There is an urgent need for environmental leqis-
tation USSR laws still lack a dsfinition of "anvi-
ronmaeantal crime”.

Soviet Russia page 6 Length: Medium. 12 07
20

Finance

Deposit interest rates

Vice-Chairman of the USSR Saving Bank
Board Solovyov is interviewed on the new sys-
tem of intarast rates for deposits imposed v the
Presidential Decres

Arguments and Facts. No 48 page 4. Length
Medium 12:01 90

What market do we need ?

The USSR Minister o Finance Aiexei Paviov
comments on thealeve! of state debt and govern-
mental financial poticy: internal state debt ex-
ceeded R400 bn in 1880 while in 1985 it ac-
counted for R142 bn oniy.

Economy and Life. No 48 page 15 Length
Long. 12:.01.80.

Why should Lithuania have its own mint?
Lithuanian Government commissions the Re-
nublican Ministrv of Finance with establishing a
mint for printing new Lithuanian money
Economy andLife No 49 page2 Length’ Brisf
12:01.80

What do we have in our “purse”?

The USSR Minister of Finance Alexsi Paviov is
interviev/ad on governmental financial policy in
1991 "Real tax rates for enterprises will be
lowiered to0 37%in 1881 instead ot 47%in 1990."
Governmeantal Bulletin. No 49. page 5 Lsngth:
Long 12 01 90.

Health

Pay and he healthy

invaestments in Russian Heaaith Security Sys-
tem are far behind its real needs. and after
introduction of paid medical services few people
will be able to atford the luxury

Moscow Pravda. page 3 Length: Long. 12.05
80.

Birth by mistake”

The nation's gensetic pool is reportedly under
serious threat from ar annual increase in dis-
abled children's hirths ranging from 100.000 10
120.00C Of 818 hirths 37 are prematura 16
born dead 121 dis in infancy. 36 are deformed
55 fall iii soon after birth dus to immuno-dsfi-
ciency and 145 are physically handicapped.
Soviet Russia page 4. Langth: Long. 12 0580,

You can go crazy...

The USSR Ministry of Health has developed
msaasuras ‘for protection from pReumaonic
plague in the Central Asian regions of the
USSR

izvestia. page 6. Length: Medium. 12.03.20

Infrastructure

Rumors are groesly exaggerated

Delays at the main railway freight-yards in
Byelorussia are being blamed on two factors:
increased supplies of foodstuffs from Europe
and the so-called "Abaikin problem” - progres-
sive taxaton for increasing wages which pre-
vants the rallway administration from hiring
additional workers,

lzvestia. page 1. Length Medium. 12 03 90.

Now market is coming...

Report on Scientific and Practical Conference
“City managemaeant on the stage of transition to
market-racjulated aconomy held in Mascow
lzvestia. page 2 Length: Brisf 1202 80

International

Relying on somebody else’s...

Interviews with |. Prostyakov. Deputy Chairman
of the Prasidential Commission for Distribution
of Foreign Aid.

lzvestia. page 1. Length. Medium, 12.05 90

Investment

Have travelied enough...

The USSR monopoly travel agency "intourist”
will sell tourist vouchers for hard currency only.
sinze the state is not going to give it a cent next
year

Evening Moscow. page 2. Length: Medium. 12.
0380

Labor

Postponed strike

Workers of the major Moscow building contrac-
tor "GlavMosStroy” Agency. after negotiating
with their emplioyers. agreed to postpona by 10
davs thair strike of protest against poor housing
conditions.

Moscow Pravda. page 1 Length: Brief. 12 04.
g0.

Unemployment without... unemployed?
How to tackle problems faced under market
congitions. like unempioyment? Sociologist
igor Bestuzhev-Lada presents excerpts from
the third part of his new book "Social Innova-
tions: Prognosis of the Grounds’.

Vorker's Tribune. page 2. Length: Long. 12 07.
80.

Risk always has consequences

For the first six months of this year the number
of industriai injuries followed by death has gone
up by 1.6%. Still. the USSR has no appropriate
lavs on labor protection and nobody seems to
care...

Worker's Tribune. page 2 Length: Medium. 12
0580

Better less but well-done

Report on the USSR All-Union Trade Unions
Confaderation Soviet session

Labor, page 1. Length: Long. 12:04.90.

Law

Legal guarantee. How about people?

If the “decrepid’ communist dogma is not over-
come. land privatization will remain an emoty
declaration on paper. a correspondent con-
tendus.

lzvestia. page 1. Length: Medium. 12.06.80.

New taxes in Lithuania

The Lithuanian Parliament has adopted a num-
ber of new tax laws affecting individuals. ex-
empting certain groups (pensioners. for ex-
ampler. One provision exempts company divi-
dends from taxation

lzvestia, page 1. Length: Brief 12.06,90

Presidential "eight points™

President's amendments to the Constitution
may help to overcome the paralysis of power.
Moscow Pravda. page 1. Length: Medium. 12
0680

Time for actions

MPs have discussed a draft law on the basic
principles of social security of invalids.
Pravda. page 1. Length: Medium. 12,05.90.

On the program of revival of Russian vil-
lage...

Text of the Russian Parliament's Danrea "On
the program of revival of Russian village and

2 PHARGO INFORMATION. INC.. & MEMBER OF THE PHARGO GROUP. 1900 ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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deveiopment of the agro-industrial complex”
signed by Boris Yeltsin
Rural Life page 1 Length: Medium 120580

How calves butted "starodubtsevs”

At lang last the tand belongs ta its real ownars
and the author harrows the headlins from Soiz-
henitsyn's “How a calf butted an oak-trae”. This
time the calf has won however. despite resis-
tance from many conservatives including
Peasants’ Union chairman V A Starodubisev
Evening Moscow. page 1 Length: Long. 12 04

- 80

A great day in the history of Russia
Effective Dec. 3. 1880 the land was to be given
out ta its owners complete with re-selling rights
izvestia. page 1. Length: Long 1204 90.

Parliament supports concept of the Union
Agreement

Despite the controversy over the draft Union
Agreement. MPs ara reported to havaendorsed
the Agreaement’s concept in principle

lzvestia, page 1 Length: Long 12 04 80

Russia-Center: Is a love-match possible?
Analyzing two draft laws. the Union Agresment
and Russian Constitution analyst B Pugachov
concludes that judging by the proximity be-
tween “political philosophies™ upon which the
two documants are based a "marriage of con-
vanience” should be anticipated rathar than a
"love-match”

lzvestia. page 3 Length' Long. 12 04 80

The Presidential Decree on Strengthening
Workers' Control

Deacras is aimad at establishing an inspaction
system over storage, transportation and sales
of foodstuffs and industrial goods

Pravda page 1 Length: Medium 1201 80

Politics

The USSR President’s proposals endorsed
Gorbachev's spaach on amandments to the
USSR Constitution

lzvestia pape 1 Lenath Long 12 0580

Currency ruble and “wooden” ruble

The USSR Suprems Soviet standing Commis-
sion on Planning and Budget Financing sharply
criticizas the drafts ofthe State Plan and Budnet
submitted hv the Central Governmaent

'zvestia page 2 Length Long. 1203 80

How reach "the pass™”

Pravda commantator reviews drafts afthe State
Plan and Budaet for 1881 beina discussed by
USSR MPs in conventional Pravda-style:
“United economy 1s impossible without overall
consant

Pravda. page 1. Langth: Long 120380

About taxes

Raport on the Russian Federation Supreme
Saviet debate an introduction of amendmaents to
tha USSR Law on production taxes.

Pravda paae 1 Length Brief 1202 80

Alternative version of Union Treaty
According to the atarnative draft of the Union
Treaty proposed by the League of iIndependent
Scientists, the USSR, would be called the
Russian Republic would be governed by the
State Cuma or assembly  the Prasident and the
Council of Ministers and would be divided into
orovinces with their own senates and provincial
armies

Vv/orker's Tribune page 2 Langth: Brief 12 02
20

Arguments are over but no decision yet
Raport cn Russian Prime Ministar lvan Si-
layev's concluding remarks at the Russian

Federation Special Congress final sitting
lzvestia. page 1. Length: Medium 12,01 0.

What will peasant get from an empty sack?
Report on the USSR Supreme Soviet standing
Committee on Agriculture discussing the agro-
industrial budaet draft for 1991.

Rural Life. vage 2. Length: Medium 12 01 80

Retail Trade

Who is the GUM store master?

At Dac. 5 founders’ conference it was decided
that the Moscow department store GUM will be
fransformed into a joint stock company with a
statutory fund of R75 million and 150000
shares

Pravda page 3. Length: Brief 12 06.90

In the mirror of statistics

At the first of three stages of privatization. nine
par cent of all shops will be sold to warkers
collactivas

Trade Gazette. page 1. Length: Brief. 12 06.90.

Bazaar tends to market

Black market survey embraced 71 cities and
towns of Russian Federation. Comparative
table shows that average black market prices
are usually 2-5 times higher than state retail
prices

Arguments and Facts, No 48. page 3. Length:
Meadium. 12 01.90

Sovist life

Land —to people!

"A&F" opinion poll on the people's aftitudes
toward private ownership of land involved more
than 300.000 raspondents Poll report shows
that the overwhelming majority. 86.2% favor
introducing private ownership of land.
Arguments and Facts. No 48 page 1 Length:
Long 120190

Z PHARGO INFORMATION, INC.. A MEMBER OF THE PHARGO GROUP. 1920. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Raport on the first All-Union Congress of For-
astry Officars: one cubic mater of saw-timber
costs $28 in the U .S, 832 in Finland and lass
than R2 in the USSR

Rural Life. page 2. Length: Medium 12 02 80

Rates of privatization

Tha USSR State Statistics Committas renart on
rates of privatization in 1881 17 300 ratail tracle
outlets and 6 700 public catering enterprises
are planned for privatization — 8% of all state-
owned outlets and 8% of state-ownrad entar-
prises

Economy and Life. No 48, page 18. Length
Medium. 12.01.90.

About the black market prices

Average black market prices for foodstuffs and
clothes are 2-3 timas higher than state retail
pricas. for pharmaceuticals - 10 times. for per-
fumeries - 6-10 times. for cars - 6 times and for
slectrical household appliances - 2-5 times
Economy and Life. No 48 page 16 Length
Long. 12.01'80

“On practical steps for transition to market-
regulated economy”

The USSR Vice-Pramier Abalkin's raport at tha
USSR Suprema Soviet sassion covers the fol-
lowing questions' conditions for transition to
market-requlated economy. main items of mar-
ket regulation in 1881, social policy in the new
conditions and managemsent structure in the
transitive period.

Economy and Life No48 page 2 Length Long
12.01.60.

Leonid Abalkin: I’'m for realism and weigh-
ing all pros and cons

The USSR Vice-Premier Academician Abaikin
comments on tha currant situation in tha nra-
tional economy and forecasts for 1991
Governmental Bulletin. No. 48 page 4 Length
Long. 12.01.90.

Power engineering for 21st century begins
today

The USSR Academy of Science states that the
existing power base will be exhausted in 20
years The USSR joins intarnational Tharmaonu-
clear Experimental Reactor (ITER) project
managed by international Nuciear Energyv
Agency. ITER is supposed tc be put into opara-
tion in 2003.

izvestia. page 2. Length: Long. 12 02.90.

Environment

Woe live in a testing area

There is an urgent naad for environmental lagis-
lation USSR laws still lack a dsfinition of “anvi-
ronmental crime”.

Soviet Russia page 6 Length: Medium. 12 07
90

Finance

Deposit interest rates

Vice-Chairman of the USSR Saving Bank
Board Solovyov is interviewed on the new sys-
tem of interest rates for deposits imposad by the
Presicdential Decres

Arguments and Facts. No 48, page 4. Length
Medium 12.0180

What market do we need ?

The USSR Minister ot Finance Alexai Paviov
comments on the leve! of state debt and govern-
mental financial policy. internal state debt ex-
ceaded R400 bn in 1880 while in 1985 it ac-
counted for R142 bn oniv.

Economy and Life No 48 page 15 Length
Long. 1201 60

Why should Lithuania have its own mint?
Lithuanian Government commissions the Re-
nublicar Ministrv of Finance with establishing a
mint for printing new Lithuanian money
Economy and Life. No 49 page 2. Length’ Brief
12.01.80

What do we have in our "purse”?

The USSR Minister of Finance Alexai Pavlov is
intervieviad on governmental financial policy in
1891 "Real tax rates for enterprises will be
lovered o 37%in 1681 instead 0f47%in 1990."
Governmental Bulletin. No 48. page 5. Length:
Long. 120190

Health

Psy and be healthy

Investments in Russian Health Security Sys-
tem are far behind its real needs. and after
introduction of paid medica! services tew people
vill be able to atford the luxury

Moscow Pravda. page 3 Length: Long. 12.08
90

Birth "by mistake”

The nation's genetic poo! is reportedly under
serious threat from ar annuai increase In dis-
abled children’s births ranging from 100,000 to
120.00C Of 818 births 37 are nrematura. 16
horn dead 121 dis in infancy. 36 are deformed
55 fall # soon after birth due to immuno-defi-
clency and 145 are physically handicapped.
Soviet Russia. page 4. Length: Long. 12 05 90.

You can go crazy...

The USSR Ministry of Health has developed
measuras for protection from pnsumoric
plague in the Central Asian regions of the
USSR,

lzvastia. pagse 6. Length: Medium. 12.03.80

Infrastructure

Rumors are grossly exaggerated

Delays at the main railway freight-vards in
Byeiorussia are being blamed on two factors:
increased supplies of foodstuffs from Europe
and the so-called "Abaikin protiem” - progres-
sive taxation for increasing wages which pre-
vents the railway administration from hiring
additional workers.

lzvestia page 1 Length Medium 1203 90

Now market is coming...

Report on Scientific and Practical Conference
“Citv management on the stage of transition to
market-ragulated economy  hald in Moscow
lzvestia. page 2 Length: Brief 1202 80

International

Relying on somebody else’s...

interviews with | Prostyakov. Deputy Chairman
of the Presidential Commission for Distribution
of Foreign Aid.

lzvestia. page 1. Length. Medium. 1205 80

Investment

Have travelled enough...

The USSR monopoly travel agency “Intourist”
will sell tourist vouchers for hard currency only.
since the state is not going to give it a cent next
year.

Evening Moscow, page 2. Length: Medium. 12,
03.80

Labor

Postponed strike

Workers of the major Moscow building contrac-
tor “GlavMosStroy” Agency. after negotiating
with their empioyers. agreed 10 postpone by 10
davs thair strike of protast against poor housing
conditions.

Moscow Pravda. page 1. Length: Brief 1204
20.

Unemployment without... unemployed?
How to tackie problems faced under market
conditions. like unemployment? Socioclogist
Igor Bestuzhev-Lada presents excerpts from
the third part of his new book “Social Innova-
tions: Prognosis of the Grounds'™.

VWorker's Tribune. page 2. Length: Long. 12.07
0.

Risk always has consequences

For the first six months of this vear the number
of industriai injuries followed by death has gone
up by 1.6%. Still. the USSR has no appropriate
laws on labor protection and nobody seems to
care...

Worker's Tribune. page 2 Length: Medium. 12
0se0

Better less but well-done

Report on the USSR All-Union Trade Unions
Confederation Soviet session

Labor, page 1. Length: Long. 12.04.90.

Law

Legal guarantee. How about people?

If the "decrepid’ communist dogma is not over-
come. land privatization will remain an emoty
declaration on paper. a correspondent con-
tenas

lzvestia. page 1. Length: Medium. 12,06.90.

New taxes in Lithuania

The Lithuanian Parliament has adopted a num-
ber of new tax laws affecting individuals. ex-
empting certain groups (pensioners. for ex-
amplar. One provision exempts company divi-
dends from taxation.

izvestia, page 1. Length: Brief. 12 06,90

Presidential “eight points”

President's amendments to the Constitution
may help to overcome the paralysis of power.
Moscow Pravda page 1. Length: Medium. 12
06 80

Time for actions

MPs have discussed a draft lav on the basic
principles of social security of Invalids.
Fravda. page 1. Length: Medium. 12,05,80.

On the program of revival of Russian vil-
lage...

Text of the Russian Partiament's Decrae "On
the program of revival of Russian village and
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